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Dear Interested Citizen: 
 

The Baldwin/White Cloud District of the Huron-Manistee National Forests is inviting public comment 
on the following proposed special use permit on National Forest System lands in the Wolf Lake 
area (see attached map): 
 

Wolf Lake Horse Trail  
 

The district has received a special use application from Wolf Lake Ranch to utilize National Forest 
System lands (adjacent to their business) to conduct a horse riding Outfitter/Guide business.  Trail 
riding is the primary activity for guests at the Ranch; day riding for the general public is not a service 
that is provided nor is it proposed as part of their application.  Riding opportunities on lands owned 
by Wolf Lake Ranch are limited and that is why they have submitted an application to utilize trail, 
existing and proposed, on National Forest lands.  Wolf Lake Ranch has requested that the Forest 
Service issue a special use permit that would allow them to use approximately 16 miles of trail.  
The proposed trail riding locations are in Sections 21, 22, 27, 28, 29, 32, 33 in T19N R13W, 
Peacock Township, Lake County, Michigan (see attached map).   

 

Project Description: 
 

Issue an outfitter/guide special use permit to Wolf Lake Ranch to utilize existing and proposed trail 
as shown on the attached map.  The activities and requirements that would the holder’s 
responsibility and reflected in the terms and conditions of a permit include: 
 

 Construction of approximately 7.6 miles of trail on National Forest System lands.  The trail 
would be constructed at the applicant’s expense and would be constructed using Forest 
Service standards for pack and saddle trail which include: 

 Trail tread width of approximately 18 to 24 inches. 
 In general, clearance will be approximately 3 feet from centerline on both sides of the 

trail.  Some additional clearing will be authorized in cantering segments. Height 
clearance is 8-10 feet. 

 Imbedded rocks, roots, and logs may be left in the trail tread. 
 Slopes greater than 20% will be avoided. 
 The trail would be designed to avoid removing any trees, with an emphasis on those 

greater than 8 inches in diameter. 
 Trail would be signed with confidence markers or tree blazes.  

 Abandonment and rehabilitation of approximately 2 miles of existing trail. 
 Annual maintenance of the trail, including treatment and/or removal of any non-native 

species infestations that may occur as a result of horse use. 
 Payment of an annual fee to the Forest Service for use of National Forest System lands.  The 

fee is calculated based on 3% of gross revenue. 
 Liability insurance in the amount of $500,000.  

 
 



 

 

Should you have any questions, concerns, comments, or wish to be directly involved with the 
planning of this project, please contact Judy Skiera, U.S. Forest Service, Drawer D, Baldwin, 
Michigan  49304.  You may also comment by phone at (231)723-2211 ext. 3101 or email at jskiera at 
fs.fed.us.  Please provide your comments by October 1, 2010. 

 
 

Sincerely, 
 

/s/Leslie E. Russell 
 

LESLIE E. RUSSELL 
District Ranger 
 
Enclosure 


